3-21-17 Critiques

Leonard’s piece: Finny society of Waterdown

A foray into the light hearted, playful even whimsical side of Leonard. I have to ask, was the name “Waterdown” suggested if only indirectly by that literary classic “Watership Down?” Was Sir Suckey an Indian algae eater? 4 of those guys may have done the trick. Is there an allegorical significance in: the thriving Molly society, nearly almost totally destroyed by the loathsome snails but to have a few survivors who bravely pushed on with the business of life? Finally, you gotta love this: “though often her wiggling tail protruded.

She quite intended it to be a tell-tail,

‘cause other times she vanished completely, tail and all.” This verges on Pisces porn! Double finely I recommend “Water Sprite” a plant that promotes oxygenated water and also a biological balance. 

Valerie’s piece:  When no one’s there
Several highly pictureable images involving cat stretching preparing for a dreamy, exquisite nap, sleeping girls’ long dark hair spread against their pillows and newspaper in a disarray of pages around his slippered feet. One can all but feel her frustration as she paces the living room almost like the cat might when in other mood. But, where is the recliner in which he sits? I am not clear where his unfortunate, casually thoughtless nap is taking place. 

Abbies piece: Portrait of my mother

This piece brings the reader into the same room as the painting. Or perhaps even into the painting itself. Vivid, evocative imagery. But the only note of discord for me is “and most important,she could see better than me.” If that is what is most important I am missing the true significance of the poem. I am feeling admiration, appreciation, fond memory, contemplation and a feeling of continuing from the author. Is this a false impression?
