Brad’s 2-21-17 Group 2 Critiques
1. Alice’s piece:

This was a very interesting and well laid out piece. It raised questions such as: in an early to mid 20th century Indiana town what would it take for the town’s folk to realize that the mine that created jobs and generated dollars also had a dark and negative side? Did this dream come in 2012 when it was too late to address the problem? Would it take a huge, white talking horse that could fly to cause the people to consider that the mining company was drawing profit from the ground without considering the consequences to everyone else? 

***
2. Abbies piece:

In the first version it seemed clear that the woman woke up from a dream or more accurately a nightmare. In the revision it seemed that the dream turned into a dark reality. As a result I felt that the revision had much more overall impact. It accomplished this with very few words.

***
3. Valerie’s piece:

I really liked this piece. For me it touchingly conveyed the wonder of 2 high school kids mutually discovering their creativity and talent and each other in a magical time of first time revelations, juke boxes and “Nights in white satin.” Additionally the fact that the relationship has endured is wonderful as not all such gifts do so. However I was a bit confused by the sister “Thomas Edgar” which played into further confusion about the “marriage, kids and finding faith” happening to sisters in parallel not happening together as with a couple. 
***
4. Leonard’s piece:

A period piece memoir with a nice flow. The written gulf coast Florida speech patterns were a nice touch but drove my Spellcheck to near insanity. Our hero is sort of a fish out of water himself. A shy, New Jersey kid in a totally unfamiliar world. He asks questions listens and learns. He is rewarded with the wonderful thrill of his first catch. The issue of greed in the face of abundance is also addressed. First through Tolley and then in the protagonist’s own mind. We have seen the consequences with the passenger pigeon (to mention just one) of man’s belief that no matter how much he takes there will always be more which of course is pure folly. As a point of interest, Italian fishermen here on Long Island will harvest Sea Robin tails if large enough , then bread and fry them. You may not believe it but they are quite good!

