Beyond Singing
Back when I was a teenager, I went to school in Worthington, Minnesota. The name of it was Lake View and it was formerly a hospital that was converted into a school. It had the most perfect basement. It had an elevator on both ends. Most of the basement had a dirt floor. The school had no use for that basement so every year it was used for a haunted house. The entire community came to go through it. It was awesome because you couldn't ask for a better haunted house.
In September when we all went back to school, one of the first things we did was pick out what we would do for a Christmas party. So it always felt backwards because we would be working on the Christmas party before decorating the basement for the haunted house. So that is why I have decided to write about Christmas in September because that might be when most schools pick out what they're doing for a Christmas party.
Most of you should know that I make DECtalk sing and you probably think that is all you can do with DECtalk. You can also act with it. I have done a little bit of acting with DECtalk, but not a lot. Some of the blind people that I know program DECtalk to act. I'm not sure how they do some of the things that they do. So to get you in the mood, I thought I would share a link to a synthetic version of A Christmas Carol. I don't know who did this but I thought it would inspire all of you.
http://theflameofhope.co/talk/THE%20PLAY%20CHRISTMAS%20CAROL.mp3
Let me share something really cool. Years ago, there used to be a choir called "MinSing." It was made up of a group of people who all used communication devices and they all used DECtalk. I wish someone would start a new choir because there is something that should be done that no one has ever thought of. DECtalk is able to speak any phonetic sound that any person can make. About 3 years ago, I found something on the Internet that blew my mind. They are called the Voca People. They don't use any music tracks at all. Everything that you hear is done vocally. Here is a link to show you an example.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6EYrqIn0yI
I feel a lot of people do not realize the potential that they have with DECtalk. Some of the newer devices don't even have DECtalk in them. So, as a Christmas gift, I am sharing a link to a DECtalk SAPI and a DECtalk speak window. If your communication device has Windows in it, you will be able to load this file into your device and have DECtalk. That way, when your school gets ready to plan a Christmas party or maybe put on a haunted house, you can use DECtalk to say anything you want.
http://www.theflameofhope.co/dectalkreader1/DECtalkMain.zip
My friend Blake can help you if you don't understand how to get the DECtalk working in your device. I can help a little bit, but due to my poor health, I am unable to work anything to make sure I know how to set it up. So my friend Blake might be of more help. His email address is:
beroberts@hughes.net
If you are new to DECtalk, you can buy my DECtalk 101 that will help you get started in the singing part of it.
http://www.theflameofhope.co/dectalk%20101.html
If you have questions about acting with DECtalk, you might want to join the DECtalk listserv. Everyone on that listserv is a DECtalk guru. Some know how to sing with it, some know how to act with it, some have created sound schemes for Windows using DECtalk, some have DECtalk files of a talking clock, and anything you want to know about DECtalk you can find out about on the listserv. To join the listserv, visit this link:
http://bluegrasspals.com/mailman/listinfo/dectalk
Have a happy Halloween and a safe Christmas.
Snoopi Botten
